Character Development in our Midst

I want to share with you today we're living at crucial times 

I've been talking about for years about where we are as a culture 

 the problems we've had in the past is why we are at a place we are 

I believe as we have sought God for answers and as we have prayed and as our culture has continued to sit declining as far as morals and ethics and values that I think God has given us a gift and 

I believe that people are ready for something 

This is coming for a public schools 

It is called character counts 

now you know me, I hope you know me. I am not a social preacher.

I get stuff in the mail for all kinds of things 

Some county group sent us a pretyped sermon for the whole county to preach on soil conservation in church one Sunday.

I don't think so

That is not one of the apostolic revelations that the church has been charged with.

It is a good cause.  It is worth mentioning. But there are other avenues to present that to a society.

 so I am not a social preacher

back in the 60s and 70s I sat through a lot of church services where it was all social gospel 

the church has a message.  

It is the message of salvation 

It is the mystery revealed to the church age that we are the guardians of in the Scriptures 

but because of where we're at in time and the things that I've preached for the last 20 years this character education or character counts as has been introduced 

I've been railing on it and we are in a serious situation I believe 

you're free to think you're 

free to decide 

it is ok for you disagree

I think it is a work of God 

I think God has provided an opportunity for our nation and we'll talk about that today

 the Fourth of July is about freedom and as we begin this we need to understand that without freedom you can not accept the gospel of Jesus Christ 

there is no way you can place faith in Jesus Christ without freedom 

our country is based on Christian principles but if for the minute our country becomes a religious state in the sense that we demand that you sign the papers saying that you are a believer we have made a mistake.

We have seen this mistake in  church history when they were in error because they did not understand the word of God or their eschatology was messed up 

we have the Crusades as an example of an error in freedom.

 we have time where nations were forced to be Christian 

during the inquisition individuals where forced to be Christian.

you can force people and you can even make the rules but this is not faith.

We are talking about faith in Jesus Christ 

for our nation to be a Christian nation and for the church to accomplish its mission we must maintain freedom 

that is the freedom to except Jesus Christ and the freedom to reject Jesus Christ 

we appreciate the freedom to present the gospel 

the church's mission can not include forcing people to Christianity 

we can't force the message.  No, that would be wrong 

but we must proclaim it 

we must have the freedom to proclaim the message and you must have the freedom to respond.

in Judges chapter 5 we have a story of Deborah going to war with Barrick against the the Canaanites 

that at the time in the history of Israel that the men were cowards 

in this nation the people had  chosen different gods

Judges 5:8 says, 

“When they chose new gods, war came to the city gates, and not a shield or spear 
was seen among forty thousand in Israel.”

The choosing of new gods meant the culture switched to a new philosophy of life and  a new ethical system which led to a new way of dealing with situations and solving problems in life.

One of the things this verse tells us they apparently did was disarm militarily.  They relied on treaties and negotiation instead of standing up and defending themselves.  They became a soft self absorbed culture.  Other results of having new gods is seen in 5:6:


“in the days of Jael, the roads were abandoned; travelers took to winding paths.  Village

 life in Israel ceased.”

Crime and chaos ruled the land and the villages as a result of the values and lifestyle established by these new gods.

war came to the city gate as a  result of turning away from the ways of God 

not a shield or spear was seen among 40,000 in Israel 

they had some kind of national disarmament or something 

they completely lost their national identity

The men themselves where not just unable to protect their society because they didn’t have any weapons.  

In the very souls of these men was cowardice that was rooted in the false philosophies of their new gods.

The men would not stand up and protect their people, instead they could only look to meet their only personal desires.

This was the way it was in the days that the Canaanites from the area of Northern Israel oppressed the land of Israel.

But yet there was hope.judges 5:7; goes on to say: 


“Village life in Israel ceased, ceased until I, Deborah, arose, arose a mother in Israel.”

She is identified not as a great leader, not as the warrior queen, not as a unique individual that every so often appears on the stage of history.  Deborah was a mother in Israel.  Deborah was a mother in Israel whose country had failed her.  Whose national military had collapsed.  A mother who knew things were not right and simply began to do something about it.  In that sense then this mother was unique on the stage of history, she was capable of leading and did become the great warrior queen.  She had held to God and his ways when a nation had allowed themselves to become helpless and corrupt by the philosophies, values and practices of false gods.

The verses go on to tell us more about where the answer came from:


“You who ride on white donkeys, sitting on your saddle blankets 

(this is the rich and wealthy people of the land), 

and you who walk along the road


(this is the poor or middle class) 

consider the voice of the singers at the watering places. 

(everyone in society had to get water everyday, they would all be frequent

 visitors to the watering places) 

They recite the righteous acts of the Lord, the righteous acts of his warriors in Israel. 

(The singers were reminding the people of the great things their former God had

 done and also, what some individuals who followed God in their lives had 
accomplished) 

Then the people of the Lord went down to the city gates. 

(The people who repented and returned to God from among all the classes of 
society went to the place where the officials of the city and the governmental 
leaders sat which was the city gates)  

Wake up, wake up, Deborah! Wake up, wake up, break out in song! Arise, O Barak! Take captive your captives, O son of Abinoam.” 

(The people whose hearts had been changed by the message they heard at the 
watering place brought about a change in their society.)

What will turn this nation around is the voice of the singers at the water places.

The singers are the people who communicated the historic values and  noble character to the souls of the public.

The watering places are the place where everyone had to go. 

The public began to think again about righteousness and people’s hearts were stirred 

the people went to the city gates.

The city gates are the place for the courts and for the leadership. 

That was where the city's leadership sat 

The people said, “we remembered there was an absolute standard. 

it changed their culture and they immediately begin to demand a change in philosophy, a change in their gods, a change in the way they solved problems.

potentially we are looking at the voice of the singers at the water place in this character counts or character education 

the voice of the singers may be the people who are communicating this to the next generation. 

the singers reciting the righteous standards of what is absolute

Character counts is talking about absolutes.

You cannot have right and wrong and you can not have absolute truth unless there is an absolute being.  By admitting to an absolute standard you are confessing the existence of a God.

What has developed on our culture over the last 100 years is the philosophy of a new god that says there is no God at all.  Where there is no God then there is no absolute.  Where there is no absolute there can be no consistent standard by which to judge good and bad.  Thus we ended up with the “whatever feels right to you” approach to ethics.

This, of course, has been disastrous to individuals, families, schools and society as a whole.

At this time there is a movement for character education called character counts in the public school arena.  They are reciting at this time in public schools some absolute values or in, other words the righteous character of God which when appearing in the lives and actions of humans would be the pillars of character: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship.

For those who can’t make the connection and need this translated into Christian terminology it is similar to the fruit of the Spirit: faithfulness, gentleness, patience, goodness, kindness and self-control. (These are in Galatians 5:22 along with love, joy, and peace being added to the list)  The lists are not a perfect match but close enough for a good foundation upon which to build a society today that will support the continuation of the church and the gospel message tomorrow.  The six character traits stressed by the public schools are something believers should be able to demonstrate in their lives and encourage in their communities outside the Christian circle.  Who would argue that if these six character traits where demonstrated by everyone that ours would not be a much preferred culture to live in?

Character Counts material describes these six pillars in more detail this way:

1) Trustworthiness – Be honest, don’t deceive, cheat or steal.  (did you notice that this one pillar picks up two of the ten commandments now forbidden in public schools:  ‘Thou shalt not steal.’  And ‘Thou shalt not bear false witness.’)

2) “Respect – Follow the golden rule” (if you remember from Sunday School this is a Christian code phrase for Jesus’ teaching to ‘do unto others what you’d have them do unto you.’) 

3) “Responsibility – Do what you are supposed to do.  Use self-control. Be accountable for your choices.” (This is basically a theme through out the Old Testament prophets – ‘do what is right.’  Don’t you know most churches today would break out in revival if the pastors where preaching and the believers where living this pillar: Do what is right, use self-control and be accountable!!)

4) “Fairness – Don’t take advantage of others.”
5) “Caring – Be kind. Be compassionate. Express gratitude. Forgive. Help people in need.” (Is somebody using the Bible to come up with these definitions?  Here is a simple and incomplete scriptural list to confirm each of these definitions as scriptural:

a. Be kind – ‘The fruit of the Spirit is . . .kindness.’ Galatians 5:22

b. Be compassionate – ‘Be kind and compassionate to one another.’ Ephesians 4:32, ‘love as brothers, be compassionate and humble.’ 1 Peter 3:8

c. Express gratitude – ‘sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.’ Colossians 3:16 

d. Forgive –‘Forgive whatever grievance you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.’ Colossians 3:3; 

e. Help people in need – ‘Share with God’s people who are in need.” Romans 12:13

6) “Citizenship – Make your school and community better. Get involved. Obey laws and rules. Respect authority.”
a. “Get involved” – ‘Live such good lives among the pagans that, . . .they may see your good deeds.’ 1 Peter 2:12

b. “Obey laws” -  ‘Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient.’ Titus 3:1

c. “Respect authority” – ‘Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities.’ Romans 13:1 (1 Peter2:13)

They are saying some things are right and some things are wrong.

They are holding up men and women of integrity as examples.

Why now?  Because when we look at schools we see something is drastically wrong with our behavior.  In fact, if we look at the world of business, politics, sports, even in church leadership we see something is wrong.

the reason I'm sharing this with you is because I believe we need to support this we need to believe in this we need to get onboard. 

The values identified of character education are the values that God has established for societies in every age.   These are the values established by God, the absolute being.

Some would say that the values of character education are nothing more than the conscience of man.   The question is "if your conscience has absolutes then do those absolutes exist outside your conscience as an identity of their own?"  

1) if they do then you have not created those absolutes but have discovered them similar to a mathematician discovering the answer to 2+2=4.  The mathematician did not create the answer but instead discovered the truth that exists. 2+2=4 is true every time with or with out the mathematicians existence and with or with out his discovering the absolute answer.  It is always true.

2) if absolutes exist and they can be discovered and believed in then they can also be unknown or rejected.  The rejection of the absolute in the conscience of a human does not mean the absolute does not exist or that it is not completely absolute.  It would mean the person who does not know or has rejected it has the wrong values.  Again, 2+2=4 but a person may make an error and believe that 2+2=5.  

3) A person who believes that 2+2=5 is wrong but in their conscience believes they have discovered the absolute answer. Now you have an example of a religious group who believes in a false God, believes in wrong values and applies them to their life.  They have the wrong answer.  Just like a mathematician can arrive at the wrong answer so can people establish wrong morals or "absolutes".

4) Just because the students all turn in different answers for 2+2=__ does not mean they are all right nor does it mean "4" is not the absolute answer.

5) Character Counts I believe has discovered some or part of the absolute values that exist outside of the human conscience. 

6) These same values appear to be the same values of the God of the Jewish and Christian Scriptures.

7) The absolute values of God, the creator, can be discovered in the created world that we live in and in the written revelation that he gave man.

That may be a wrong conclusion and we have to ask another question:

Now, we ask the question, "in what condition to these absolute values exist?"  

a) Are they eternal and exist on their own?  If they do then they are in and of themselves a form of a God since they have the attributes of God such as eternal and self-existing.  

b) Were they created or established?  If they were then there is a force greater than them that did so and may itself be eternal.  

c) Did they evolve in the social conscious as man became a social creature?  Then there must be different levels and collections of absolutes depending on how evolution progressed through the different races and societies.  Which means absolutes values do originate in the social groups conscious which means they really aren't absolutes.  Thus, you have two "non-absolute" absolutes of two different cultures colliding in the Muslim-Western conflict.  

Some would ask how do people know God’s will if they are not Christians and if they do not have a Bible? There are two levels of Revelation. There is what we call general revelation and there is special revelation 

The eternal God has revealed to mankind in two ways of Revelation. 

General which is general to all people and then there is special and that is special revelation that comes to the believers that comes through Israel in the Old Testament through the apostles in the church age in the New Testament.  Special revelation comes through the written word of God. It deals with things that cannot be seen or found scientifically. It reveals things they cannot be revealed with logic. Special revelation is a department that has been given to the Church in the New Testament.  It is the revelation of Jesus Christ dying on the cross. It is the revelation of the indwelling spirit in the believers. Science can not prove these things.   Things revealed by the power of the Spirit to the believer are called special revelation.  Paul tells Timothy, “God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.” (1 Timothy 3:15)
General revelation is revealed to all men, in all times and in all nations. General revelation is found in the created world and created things.  Scientists can study it, philosophers can reason with it and people can live by it or choose to rebel against them.  Nations should be based on general revelation. Everybody sees it. Everybody knows it. Is written in nature and proclaims within this revelation in proclaims that God exists God reveals his existence through creation and this includes his divine powers divine nature and also his standard of right and wrong is revealed. That is why you can have character counts. That is why he can say, if people are willing to embrace this, it is something that everybody, of every culture, with every language and in every time will be able to agree. This is what's right because it is written in nature. It is written in the hearts of men.  It is what God established the universe on.
Romans 2:14 says “When Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the 
law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law, since they 
show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also 
bearing witness.”

You look at another man and say “that's not right” but how can you say that except you have something in your conscience that lets you know that it is not right.  So by judging someone else you reveal that you have a law written on your heart. 

There is something in mankind that lets them know what is right and wrong. 

It is no different than God designing birds that migrate south.

You have a conscience that is been built in by your creator and everyone has it

Romans 1:19, 20, “Since what may be known about  God is plain to them, because God has 
made it plain to them.  For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his 
eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what 
has been made, so that men are without excuse.”
God has revealed himself in creation and men are without excuse.  I say there are no atheists. People may say they are an atheist but there are no atheists. it is written on their hearts.  The law of God and nature proclaims his existence.  To be an atheist means you were deceived. An atheist is self deceived. 

They will not be surprised on the day of judgment. 

This is why character counts can be developed.  It is written on the hearts of all men.

These statements above are confirmed by the fact that the number one leading atheist of the 20th century, Anthony Flew, became a confessing deist in 2004 and renounced atheism.  Anthony Flew was the leading spokesman for atheism and in 19—was broadcast in the great debates with Christian (and a former atheist himself) C. S. Lewis. Recently Flew said, "It now seems to me that the findings of more than fifty years of DNA research have provided materials for a new and enormously powerful argument to design." Concerning the theory of evolution Flew said, "It has become inordinately difficult even to begin to think about constructing a naturalistic theory of the evolution of that first reproducing organism." (Philosophy Now magazine, August-September 2004. Reported in "Famous Atheist Now Believes in God")
Flew claims to have always followed the evidence through out his life and in this case said he "had to go where the evidence leads."  Now at the age of 81, Flew seems to have discovered through his years of existence on God’s green earth what Romans 1:19 confirms: “Since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen”.  Flew said "...it seems to me that the case for an Aristotelian God who has the characteristics of power and also intelligence, is now much stronger than it ever was before.” (My Pilgrimage from Atheism to Theism: An Exclusive Interview with Former British Atheist Professor Antony Flew, DR. ANTONY FLEW, Professor of Philosophy, Former atheist, author, and debater, DR. GARY R. HABERMAS)
All men know there are absolutes but through out the 1900’s philosophy and ideologies taught there were none.  People in all areas of life tried to apply this new philosophy of false gods.  They tried it for a hundred years waiting to see the results of these new ideologies.  But, bad teaching and false ideologies can’t work.  People tried it but it did not work.  It did not produce the utopia it promised.  Higher education could push it for a hundred years but it has ran out of steam.  It didn't produce anything and people are jumping back to something that makes sense in nature, in their conscience and in application.  It will work because it is the truth.  It’s like a rubber band. You can stretch it but it's coming back.  Our philosophy was stretched in the 1900’s but it's time. It's coming back. There are absolutes.  Things will continue to unravel until we embrace these truths.

special revelation is found in God's written revelation and is revealed by the Holy Spirit 

This is not available to all men.

It is only perceived if revealed by the Holy Spirit and only understood by illumination of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of those who have been born again.  Special revelation includes areas that can not be discovered in the physical world.  It would include the revealing of the existence of heaven, hell, angels, satan and the trinity.  Special revelation provides us information on God’s attitude toward sin, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, eternal life, resurrection of the dead, the judgments and end times.  Only in the scriptures do we discover salvation by faith, the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, our position in Christ and the basis for eternal rewards.

Any man can read the Bible to obtain knowledge, but not everyone can understand the spiritual depth of it unless they are in fellowship with the Holy Spirit.

Paul refers to this in First  Corinthians 2:12-14:


“We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may

 understand what God has freely given us.  This is what we speak, not in words taught us 
by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual

 words.  The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit

 of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they 
are spiritually discerned.”

Special revelation cannot be known unless God reveals it to the human soul by the Spirit of God.  General revelation is God revealing certain truths through the created world.

Obviously, if a person rejects God’s revelation in the physical realm (general revelation) God is not going to provide information that is understood only through special revelation.

Now there is a distinction between the institutions among men that are responsible for communicating these truths.  God has established institutions among men for their well being, preservation and enjoyment.  Some of these institutions are marriage, the family, government, nations and in the spiritual dimension the church.

The Establishment of Government

There was a time in the history of man that “government” had not been established.  There was no  government in the garden of Eden and there was no government before the flood.   There were leaders and there was some form of society, but it is not until Genesis 9:5,6 that God establishes government.  Here he puts in place the ultimate human law for the ultimate human crime – capital punishment for murder.  With this move God assigns to men the responsibility to rule their societies from murder all the way down to traffic tickets and taxation.  Before the flood and the establishment of man’s responsibility to govern the world was filled with anarchy.  Culture and life became so corrupt that God said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever. . .I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth.’ (Genesis 6:3, 7).  The human race without government was described as, “every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.” (Genesis 6:5) God said, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence (“hamas”) because of them.” (Gen. 6:13)
There are no perfect forms of government today since there are no perfect people on the earth today.  Monarchy, Democracy,  Dictatorship all have strengths and weaknesses.  Even democracy is a corruptable form of government since it is based on the desires of the people of that culture.  Democracy is great if the people are moral and upright but democracy will destroy itself if the people are not moral.  An immoral people who cannot follow the basic moral principles revealed in general revelation will ultimately be reduced to oppression in order to control themselves.  America’s democracy has been able to survive because of the morality of the people.  As this morality declines our democracy will become more and more unstable until finally it destroys itself by its own corruption.  To save our democracy we must restore morality.  

Our founding fathers believed this principle:

John Adams (1798): “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people.  It is 
wholly inadequate to the government of any other.”  
James Madison (1788): “I go on this great republican principle, that the people will have virtue 
and intelligence to select men of virtue and wisdom.  Is there no virtue among us?   If 
there be not, we are in a wretched situation.  No theoretical checks-no form of 
government can render us secure.  To suppose that any form of government will secure 
liberty or happiness without any virtue in the people, is a chimerical idea.   If there be 
sufficient virtue and intelligence in the community, it will be exercised in the selection of

 these men.  So that we do not depend on their virtue, or put confidence in our rulers, but

 in the people who are to choose them.”     
Samuel Adams: "Neither the wisest constitution nor the wisest laws will secure the liberty and 
happiness of a people whose manners are universally corrupt. He therefore is the truest 
friend of the liberty of his country who tries most to promote its virtue, and who, so far as 
his power and influence extend, will not suffer a man to be chosen onto any office of 
power and trust who is not a wise and virtuous man."

Algernon Sidney:  "If the public safety be provided, liberty and propriety secured, justice 
administered, virtue encouraged, vice suppressed, and the true interest of the nation 
advanced, the ends of government are accomplished . . ."

Daniel Webster:  "If we and our posterity reject religious instruction and authority, violate the rules

 of eternal justice, trifle with the injunctions of morality, and recklessly destroy the political 
constitution which holds us together, no man can tell how sudden a catastrophe may 
overwhelm us, that shall bury all our glory in profound obscurity."


John Adams: "Public virtue cannot exist in a nation without private, and public virtue is the only foundation of republics."

Patrick Henry:  ". . . Virtue, morality, and religion. This is the armor, my friend, and this alone that 
renders us invincible. These are the tactics we should study. If we lose these, we are 
conquered, fallen indeed . . . so long as our manners and principles remain sound, there 
is no danger." 



Congress and President George Washington in 1789 passed the "United States Annotated Code", Article III states: “Religion, morality, and knowledge, being necessary to good government 
and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be 
encouraged.” 


James Madison: “We have staked the future of all of our political institutions upon the capacity of 
mankind for self-government; upon the capacity of each and all of us to govern ourselves,

 to control ourselves, to sustain ourselves according to the Ten Commandments of 
God .” 

The Ten Commandments were one of the references of morality for the general public at the time of the founding of our nation.  It was an identification of morality.  If the morality for the nations is revealed to all mankind as Romans 1 and 2 indicate then we do not need the “Ten Commandments” in our government, but we must have the principles and morals that are described and established in the Ten Commandments in our government.   One of the debates in our society is if we are to have the “Ten Commandments” or not in our government.  I say keep the Ten Commandments in the scriptures and in the hearts of the believers, then let the secular government embrace the morality that God has written on their hearts.  I do not want to argue over what we call it, but it is time both believers and unbelievers realized there are absolute standards that existed for the nations before the Ten Commandments were given to Moses and these same standards exist yet today beyond the revealed scriptures because they are woven into the very fabric of the universe’s foundation.  So take the Ten Commandments out of the schools, but we must still embrace an absolute morality. 
If this line of thinking is rejected by the modern Evangelical or the Religious Right then they may indeed be the religious zealots of our generation who have separated themselves from the revelation of God’s word and have instead embraced one of the false forms of Christianity that are a cancer in the church and in our nation today.  They are the very people that God is calling today to return and be the salt of the earth instead of the fatty acids. 
The purpose of government is simply to maintain order so that men might live their lives peacefully.  This is the same message we get from Paul when he tells Timothy why the church should pray for their government: “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and

 thanksgiving be made for everyone – for kings and all those in authority, that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  This is good, and pleases God our

 Savior.” (1 Timothy 2:1-2)

It is the governments job to maintain peace so that each man may pursue his calling in life and in society.  If anyone violates this peace or disturbs social order then government has the responsibility and authority from God to punish them criminal and restore peace.  This is seen in Romans 13:2-4, “Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.  For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong.  Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority?  Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is God’s servant to do you good.  But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing.   He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.”

In this divine assignment for government we do not find a divine command to convert all the heathen to Christianity, we do not find an assignment to teach the word of God to their subjects, in fact, through out the Bible many of the great leaders who provided peace and security for the believers who lived and served God under them where not believers themselves.  Consider Nebuchadnezzar and the believer Daniel.  There was Cyrus the Persian Emperor who sent the Jews back to Jerusalem.  Following him where Artaxerxes who issued a degree that began the count down of Daniels 70 sevens and Xerxes who took Easter to be Queen.  In the Gospels we find Herod and Pilate who help maintain peace for Rome in the land of Israel during the coming of the Messiah.  Rome was not a Christian empire in the first century but they did fulfill their mission of establishing peace and order so that the church could be formed, spread and flourish.  Both Peter and Paul tell believers to be submissive to their governments (1 Peter 2:13; Romans 13:1) at the same time Nero was the man sitting in the seat of authority as the emperor.  Both Peter and Paul where executed in Rome under the command of Nero.

The governments divine commission is to maintain order and avoid anarchy as occurred on the earth before the flood.  This will require the government to be fair and just but does not require them to fulfill the role assigned to the church.  The concept of separation of church and state is not a modern concept from rewriters of history, instead it is a common sense application of the definitions of two different institutions from scripture.  Believers through out the Bible lived and operated in governments that where not believing. You do not find the apostles trying to convince the government to join with the church or to fulfill the church’s role.  Even if a king or a president where to be converted to Christianity it would not mean that they were now the national pastor or a governmental priest.  A president or a king would be wrong according to divine commission to use their position to convert their nations instead of maintaining peace and social justice.   Since God established government in Genesis 9 and the church in Acts 2 it is clear to the scripturally literate that the government and the church are two distinct institutions, both established by God for specific purposes to serve God.  Separation of church and state, then, is a biblical principle long before the constitution or Thomas Jefferson.
The prophets of the Old Testament consistently called for justice from the governments of the nations, but they did not request them to be more than they were.  It is the church’s responsibility to preach the gospel to all nations (not just theirs), teach and guard the apostolic doctrine, provide for those in need and to let their light shine before men.  It is not the church’s divinely appointed role to be the peace keeper of the world nor is it the church’s responsibility to run the government.  This has occurred in church history and the disastrous results should speak for themselves.  Church run governments become oppressive.  Mixing church and government either way is not a good idea, not to mention it is not scriptural.  Where in the New Testament do the apostles encourage the believers to take over the government?  What we see instead is a consistent command to the believers to do the work of the ministry (church) and to submit to the authorities (government).  This my friends is the scriptural pattern:  Separation of church and state.  The last thing I want is for my government to provide me with spiritual guidance.  I want them to provide me with peace and security so that the church may continue to advance in their purpose in our nation and in time.  Paul tells Timothy to pray for the government so that “we may live peaceful and quiet lives”.  Then he says, “This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.  . .for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle and . . . a teacher of the true faith to the Gentiles.” (1 Timothy 2:4-7)  Paul saw a clear distinction between his call to teach the nations concerning the savior and his word and the government’s role of establishing peace for our quite lives.  Nor do I want the government to run the church.  Pretty simple concept, but rarely understood in our confused culture.

This is good news to public schools who do not needed to become churches.

Public schools do not need to start preaching the Gospel, teaching the scriptures nor do they need to have prayer meetings. The public school, since it is a governmental organization, needs to uphold the general revelation that includes what is written on the hearts of men.  To teach that there is an absolute and there is right and wrong.  The establishing of right and wrong in the hearts of young citizens is part of the process of maintaining peace and social order in the land.  The public schools by definition should not be teaching religion including the religion of Humanism which public schools where able to support through the second half of the 20th century by saying humanism was secular.  Indeed, but secular humanism is still a religion that taught falsely about morals and absolutes.  Thus the need for character counts.  We have since the creation of the world a universal mandate to reject secular humanism’s religion and embrace the absolute morality that God holds all mankind accountable for.  Secular humanism’s religious strong hold on public schools and public institutions is loosing its grip and must be replaced by the universal code identified in character education: Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility Fairness, Caring and Citizenship.

A quote from the “Participant Guide” entitles “Character Counts! In Iowa” (page 6) confirms the reality that the general public has recognized the failure of the lack of values brought into our society after fifty years of secular humanism:

“Historically, education has had two great goals: to help people become smart and to help them become good.  In establishing the first public schools the American Founders recognized that for democracy to work the country needed ‘citizens of virtue’.  In the 1800’s, the Bible was the source book of both moral and religious instruction.  By the beginning of the 20th century, as the nation became a ‘melting pot’ o cultures, various ethnicities and religions began to challenge the propriety of promoting Judeo-Christian ethics and secularist became more adamant about keeping the Bible and religion out of schools.  During the mid-20th century, three philosophical theories began to pervade and influence education.”

1) “logical positivism” – there is o basis for character education because there are no provable moral truths,

2) “Moral relativism – there are no universal ehthical standards, and personalism – each person should choose his or her own values.

3) “Skill Training – From the 1960’s to 1980’s, values education emphasizing ‘process’ or thinking skills replaced character education’s tradition emphasis on moral content.”

The church’s mission is to proclaim the Gospel. Why would you want the government to do the church’s job?  God is not expecting the government to guard the mysteries given to the church or “to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints” (Jude 3).  The truth was revealed to the church and they are to “guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you” (2 Timothy 1:14).

 We want freedom and peace in our country so we can do our job.  When we do our job we will change people's lives both with general revelation and with special revelation.

We are members of two kingdoms - an earthly kingdom and a spiritual kingdom.

Praise God we are members of the greatest nation in the history of the world.  We have the greatest freedom.  We have the greatest resources.  We have the greatest responsibility and we must maintain this nation.

 Every man is also a member of a spiritual kingdom. Some one may say, “I don't believe in the spiritual.  I am not a member of a spiritual kingdom.”  Your free to believer that but you are still a member of either the kingdom of darkness or the kingdom of life.  Every man is born into the kingdom of darkness because of Adam's sin.  Every man is born in rebellion towards God.  It is found in the gospel, in special revelation, that you can change from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light because the King of the former has paid for your sins and justified you before God so that now he will accept a rebel and kingdom enemy like you.  You have been justified in the sense that when God comes to judge the world you will be declared innocent before the judge because as a rebel you accepted the offer made to you because Jesus Christ has already paid the penalty. 

We are members of two kingdoms the United States of America and hopefully the kingdom of light.  If you're not a believer who has accepted God’s offer of peace then you are still a member of the United States of America but you remain a member of the kingdom of darkness.  If we assume that I am a member of the kingdom of light because I have accepted the work of Jesus  as payment for my rebellion to that kingdom and you are a member of the kingdom of darkness because you refuse Jesus Christ for some reason, then you and I are in opposite kingdoms spiritually, but are together still citizens of a common nation, the United States of America.   According to scripture this is fine with God.  Through out Bible history believers and non believers worked side by side and for common goals of their earthly nation: Daniel worked with Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus and Darius who were three of the great leaders of the ancient world. Other examples are Nehemiah with Artaxerxes, Esther with Xerxes, even John the Baptist with Herod, Jesus with Pilate and Paul with Festus and Herod Agrippa.  There are many things we can easily agree on and work together.  The main things being peace and freedom to live quiet lives.  

NEW CHAPTER
In the Old Testament between the time when Israel becoming a nation and Jesus death, God spoke to the world through Israel.  The last Gentile prophet was Balaam who is recorded in the book of Numbers (chapters 22-24).  Once Israel entered the promised land under Joshua the prophets of Israel where prophets not just to Israel but to the Nations as is seen in these verses:

Jeremiah 1:5, 10, “I appointed you as a prophet to the nations. . . See, today I appoint you over 
nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to 
plant.”

Isaiah 49:1, “Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations . . .”

Jeremiah 46:1, “This is the word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the prophet concerning the 
nations:  Concerning Egypt. . . concerning the Philistines (47:1). . .concerning Moab 
(48:1) . . .concerning the Ammonites (49:1). . . concerning Edom (49:7). . . . concerning

Damascus (49:23. . .concerning Kdar and the kingdoms of Hazor (Arabia, 49:28) . . 
. concerning Elam (49:34). . .concerning Babylon” (50:1) 

Ezekiel 25:1, “Son of man, set your face against the Ammonites. . .Moab (8). . .Edom (12) . . 
. Philistines (15) . . .Tyre (26:2). . .Sidon (28:21). . .Egypt (29:2) 

Ezekiel 38:1, “Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog. . .”

God’s plan for the nation of Israel when he called Abraham was to be a nation that preserved the truth and the light of God’s revelation for the world.  After all the original nations had gone into idol worship, false philosophies and cultural darkness God called Abram out of the culture and race of the Chaldeans (area of ancient Babylon or modern day Iraq).  He told him:



Gen. 12:3 “All peoples (nations) on earth will be blessed through you.”

Without Israel there would be no Old Testament, no prophecy of end times, no Messiah and no foundation for the Christianity and the church.  The truth of God’s revelation has been received, announced and preserved by the nation of Israel through out history.  The prophets of Israel such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Jonah, and others did not only speak for God to the nation of Israel.  These prophets were also commissioned and given messages to announce to the  Gentile nations.  Israel was consistently called back to the Law of Moses by these prophets but when they spoke to the Gentile nations there was no mention of Moses, the Law, the ten commandments, etc.  Instead, these prophets appealed to a different standard.  It was a standard established by God just as much as the Law of Moses was from God.  Even though there was many similarities it was still a different standard.  Basically God held them to the standard identified in the original purpose for establishing governments and establishing nations.  The prophets never tried to establish the Ten Commandments in any of the other nations, instead called them back to the morality of general revelation.
There was an expectation that the prophets held the nations to, but it was not the same standard as Israel.  The prophets demanded a certain level of character and morality.  If the nations failed this general standard of behavior they were warned and if they did not change they were overthrown. They were punished if they were a “violent” culture.  The word translated “violence” in the following verses comes from the Hebrew word “hamas” which means “violence, wrong, bloodshed, unrighteousness, wickedness”. 

In the  Old Testament  the word “hamas” is used when referring to oppression, violence, injury or hurt.  It is used in reference to a nation oppressing another nation and in reference to a society when a group of people or an individual brings “hamas” to another group or individual people within that society.   The means by which “hamas” may occur can be torture, exploitation or physical death.  To commit “hamas” is considered a direct offense to God and will result in him responding in judgment not only for the violence done toward men, but the violence done toward himself.

The scripture references below show “violence” to occur in these areas of life between nations and within a nation: 

a) physical violence – such as shedding of innocent blood
b) psychological violence – such as oppression 
c) judicial violence – such as corrupt court system
d) social violence – such as injustice
These are some of the character traits associated with “violence” in these verses:

a) pride

b) deceit

c) a false witness or lying in court

d) domestic abuse

e) uncontrolled anger

d) treacherous behavior

e) dishonest scales or dishonest business practices

f)  destruction of animals

g) destruction of lands

God’s response to “violence” among a people:

a) God puts an end to the people; they are forever destroyed

b) No people, wealth or anything of value is left

c) Scatter the people

d) Sending of evil spirits to the people

e) Covered with shame

What can a “violent” people do to avoid God’s judgment?

a) Humble themselves – give up their arrogance and consider their ways in the light of what is right.

b) Call urgently on God - 

c) Give up their evil ways

d) Give up their violence

e) Guard their spirit (soul, mind, inner self) – control what goes in the soul through the gates of 
the eyes and the ears.  Resist corrupt thoughts.  Speak what is true and good for society

f)  Do not break covenants, promises – Let your yes be yes and your no mean no.

God uses “hamas” by one nation to punish another nation:

Ezekiel 7:10-11, “The day is here!  It has come!  Doom has burst forth, the rod has budded,

 arrogance has blossomed!  Violence has grown into a rod to punish wickedness; none of 
the people will be left, none of that crowd – no wealth, nothing of value.”

Isaiah 10:5-7, “Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger, in whose hand is the club of my wrath!  I 
send him against a godless nation, I dispatch him against a people who anger me, . . .but

this is not what he intends, this is not what he has in mind; his purpose is to destroy, to 
put an end to many nations.  . . I will punish the king of Assyria for the willful pride of his 
heart and the haughty look in his eyes.” (Isaiah 10:5, 6, 7,12)



(“Destroy” here is “shamad” and  means “to completely and utterly bring to 


nothing, to utterly overthrow, completely cause to perish”)

Scripture References to “Violence” or “hamas”:

Genesis 6:11, “Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence.”
Genesis 6:13, “So God said to Noah, ‘I am going to put an end to all people for the earth is filled 
with violence because of them.’ ”
Psalms 73:6, “Therefore pride is their necklace; they clothe themselves with violence.”
Proverbs 3:31, “Do not envy a violent man or choose any of his ways.”
Isaiah 53:9, “he was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he 
had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.”


Jonah 3:7, 8, “Then he issued a proclamation in Nineveh: ‘By the decree of the king and his 
nobles: Do not let any man or beast, herd of flock, taste anything; do not let them eat or

 drink.  But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth.  Let everyone call urgently on 
God.  Let them give up their evil ways and their violence.’ ”
Proverbs 10:6, “Violence overwhelms the mouth of the wicked.”
Exodus 23:1 – “Do not spread false reports.  Do not help a wicked man by being a malicious 
witness.”
Malachi 2:16 – “ ‘I hate divorce,’ says the Lord God of Israel, ‘and I hate a man’s covering his wife 
with violence as well as with his garment.’  So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not 
break faith” 
Genesis 49:7 – Simeon and Levi are brothers – their swords are weapons of violence. . . for they 
have killed men in their anger and hamstrung oxen as they pleased.  Cursed be their 
anger , so fierce, and their fury, so cruel!  I will scatter them in Jacob and disperse them 
in Israel.” (This was in reference to their deception and slaughter at the city of Shechem.)
Judges 9:24 – “God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the citizens of Shechem, who 
acted treacherously against Abimelech.  God did this in order that the crime (hamas) 
against Jerub-Baal’s seventy sons, the shedding of their blood, might be avenged.”
Obadiah 10 – “Because of the violence against your brother Jacob, you will be covered with

 shame; you will be destroyed forever.”
Micah 6:13-15 – “Shall I acquit a man with dishonest scales, with a bag of false weights?  Her rich

 men are violent; her people are liars and their tongues speak deceitfully.  Therefore, I

 have begun to destroy you, to ruin you because of your sins.”
Habakkuk 2:17 – “The violence you have done to Lebanon will overwhelm you, and your 
destruction of animals will terrify you.  For you have shed man’s blood; you have 
destroyed lands and cities and everyone in them.”
God spoke to the world through Israel.   They were his client nation.   We see this in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and others.  Amos was also a prophet to the nations.  They all had a word to the nations.  They did not just prophesied to their own little town, or to a little city or country.  They prophesied to nations because God spoke through Israel to the world. 
Today the nations continue under God having established them to maintain the culture and avoid “hamas”.  Today the church is to be speaking the revelation of God, or the apostolic revelation, to the nations.   

As the prophets spoke to the nations in the Old Testament a word that appears many times when the prophets were addressing the sin of the nations is that word “violence” the word “hamas” in Hebrew.  I’ll say that again.  The word is “hamas” in Hebrew.  It means violence.  Does the word “hamas” ring a bell for current world events?   There is a terrorist group called Hamas today in the middle east. The Hebrew word refers to dual violence both between nations and within a nation.  It means to treat violently, to oppress, bloodshed, to be a false witness.  The prophets were saying stop the violence, stop the destruction, stop the oppression.  If the nations did not respond they were told that God would remove them.    The same word used in the book of Genesis when the whole world was full of violence and God says stop.  God controls history.  When things get out of control he intervenes and puts an end to it both internationally and within a society itself.  

At the international level one nation would hamas another nation or a weaker nation would be “hamas-ed” by a more powerful nation.  This is the ideal of racial superiority and says “we will crush you because you are not like us.”  God will not tolerate that.   God will warn them but if they continue to crush people because they think they are superior then God will remove them from history.  But, remember what Ezekiel 7:10-11 and Isaiah 10:5-12 teach:  God will use the “hamas” nation to punish other nations who have themselves become “hamas” in their actions.  After he is finished with them he will destroy them also for being “hamas”.
At the culture level within a society there can be affliction within the community such as social injustice by social groups or individuals toward other individuals.  It can take place in your own community between subgroups in society or between individuals.  A nation must stop external and internal forms of “hamas”.  Both physical and psychological hamas must be stopped.  Things like false testimony and corruption in the courts.  Hamas refers social injustice against the socially weak.  And, also,  brutally, exploitation  by the rich and even mismanagement in ecology or hamas in  the environment. “Hamas” corrupted the earth in Genesis 6:13.  

The prophet Amos was not a professional prophet.  Amos was a very successful sheep breeder and supplier of livestock according to Amos 1:1.  The word “shepherd” there is not the ususal word for shepherd but “noqed” which means “sheep breeder”.  In Amos 7:14 he is called “boqer” which most often refers to herdsman of cattle as well. ( The Expositor’s Bible commentary, volume 7, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1985, p.279)
There were professional prophets like Elijah and Elisha who had a school of the prophets and trained men like Jonah.  Jonah was a professional prophet.  Amos was not.   Amos was a highly trained breeder of sheep.  Even in the ancient world they knew some amazing scientific principles. In Laodicea, in Asia Minor, which is addressed in the book of Revelation chapter 3, they had bred the sheep to produce a soft, glossy black wool that made them famous and was demanded by the world. 
Amos says, “I was neither a prophet nor a prophet’s son, but I was a shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees.  But the Lord took me from tending the flock and said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.”  (Amos 7:14)

Amos came from Judah from a town of Tekoa about 10 miles south of Jerusalem.  He  went across the border into the northern kingdom of Israel and began to proclaim his message to repent of the violence.  They rejected him and sent him back home to Judah.  He then responded by writting his words down so he could send it to them and to the other nations God was speaking to at that time.  
There in the written revelation of Amos in chapters 1 and 2 we find words directed at eight nations.  Of the eight nations mentioned here six of them are Gentile nations.  After these, Amos then speaks  to Judah and to Israel. 
1. Aram (Syria):

 Amos 1:3 This is what the LORD says: 
       "For three sins of Damascus, 
       even for four, I will not turn back my wrath . 
       Because she threshed Gilead 
       with sledges having iron teeth, 

 4 I will send fire upon the house of Hazael 
       that will consume the fortresses of Ben-Hadad. 

 5 I will break down the gate of Damascus; 
       I will destroy the king who is in the Valley of Aven 
       and the one who holds the scepter in Beth Eden. 
       The people of Aram will go into exile to Kir," 
       says the LORD. 
The statement “three sins. . .even four” is a way of saying they have reached God’s limit of sin and have even gone over.  The prophecy is sure, the judgment will come and the punishment is fair.

What was their sin?  The problem was not that the people of Aram (modern day Syria) had fought a war with the land of Gilead and won.  The violence came when after they had secured the victory they used a threshing sled with iron teeth on the prisoners of war and captives.  A threshing sled was used to crush grain and separate the good seed from the shaft.  An animal would pull the sled with the driver riding on the sled for weight.  In this case they drove over the people after they had secured iron spikes to the bottom of the sled for tearing and threshing the flesh of the dead and dying bodies.  
2. Philistia:

Amos 1:6 This is what the LORD says: 
       "For three sins of Gaza, 
       even for four, I will not turn back my wrath. 
       Because she took captive whole communities 
       and sold them to Edom, 

 7 I will send fire upon the walls of Gaza 
       that will consume her fortresses. 

 8 I will destroy the king of Ashdod 
       and the one who holds the scepter in Ashkelon. 
       I will turn my hand against Ekron, 
       till the last of the Philistines is dead," 
       says the Sovereign LORD. 

The sin of the Philistines (now the land of the Gaza Strip) that secured their seat for judgment was the capturing and selling of entire tribes of people into slavery.   Gaza was near the sea coast and on the edge of the desert.  This made Gaza a prime location for trading with the sea merchants and the caravans that traveled by land.  Gaza along with the other Philistine cities mentioned did not feel it was beyond their right to profit financially from the sale of entire groups of people.
 3. Phoenecia:

9 This is what the LORD says: 
       "For three sins of Tyre, 
       even for four, I will not turn back my wrath . 
       Because she sold whole communities of captives to Edom, 
       disregarding a treaty of brotherhood, 

 10 I will send fire upon the walls of Tyre 
       that will consume her fortresses." 

The Phoenicians (now the land of Lebanon) were great merchants and legends of sea travel.  They also practiced the slave trade for profit but captured and sold the very people they had signed a national treaty with.  They sold them into the land of Edom south of the Dead Sea.
 4. Edom:

 11 This is what the LORD says: 
       "For three sins of Edom, 
       even for four, I will not turn back my wrath . 
       Because he pursued his brother with a sword, 
       stifling all compassion,
       because his anger raged continually 
       and his fury flamed unchecked, 

12 I will send fire upon Teman 
       that will consume the fortresses of Bozrah." 

This is a classic display of violence.  The absence of restraint in war is described here as the people of Edom as portrayed as having no natural affection for their brother but instead are consumed with raging anger and the flames of unchecked fury.  
 5. Ammon
13 This is what the LORD says: 
       "For three sins of Ammon, 
       even for four, I will not turn back my wrath. 
       Because he ripped open the pregnant women of Gilead 
       in order to extend his borders, 

 14 I will set fire to the walls of Rabbah 
       that will consume her fortresses 
       amid war cries on the day of battle, 
       amid violent winds on a stormy day. 

 15 Her king will go into exile, 
       he and his officials together," 
       says the LORD.

Ammon (modern day Jordan) are accused by God, like the others, of crimes against other nations.   Through out the Old Testament Ammon was always attempting to expand their borders to include a more fertile ground to their nation of desert land.  Their slaughtering of pregnant women who were said here to be “ripped open” shows a level of violence that is unacceptable in any situation let alone here to  simply “extent his borders.”
6. Moab:

1 This is what the LORD says: 
       "For three sins of Moab, 
       even for four, I will not turn back my wrath. 
       Because he burned, as if to lime, 
       the bones of Edom's king, 

 2 I will send fire upon Moab 
       that will consume the fortresses of Kerioth.  
       Moab will go down in great tumult 
       amid war cries and the blast of the trumpet. 

 3 I will destroy her ruler 
       and kill all her officials with him," 
       says the LORD.
Moab’s (modern day Jordan) heart for violence was expressed by the way they treated the corpse of the former King of Edom.   In an act of desecration they burned his body.  Their hatred followed the dead king into the afterlife for they may have believed they could cause even more suffering for his soul in sheol and greater disgrace for his memory on earth.
 7. Judah:

4 This is what the LORD says: 
       "For three sins of Judah, 
       even for four, I will not turn back my wrath. 
       Because they have rejected the law of the LORD 
       and have not kept his decrees, 
       because they have been led astray by false gods,
       the gods their ancestors followed, 

 5 I will send fire upon Judah 
       that will consume the fortresses of Jerusalem." 

When it comes to judging Judah a completely different standard is used.  Judah is not judged for their crimes against humanity as are the Gentile nations.  Judah is accused of:
a) Rejecting the Law of God and not keeping his Degrees
b) Following false gods

If we were to look at the Gentile nations they all were guilty of these two things.  They all had false gods and none of them even knew the Law of God which here is referring to the Mosaic covenant.  Where is the mention of war crimes or of slave trade?  These may have occurred but if they did the source of these acts of violence was from rejecting the law of God and following other philosophies.
8. Israel:

 6 This is what the LORD says: 
       "For three sins of Israel, 
       even for four, I will not turn back {my wrath}. 
       They sell the righteous for silver, 
       and the needy for a pair of sandals. 

7 They trample on the heads of the poor 
       as upon the dust of the ground 
       and deny justice to the oppressed. 
       Father and son use the same girl 
       and so profane my holy name. 

 8 They lie down beside every altar 
       on garments taken in pledge. 
       In the house of their god 
       they drink wine taken as fines. 

 9 "I destroyed the Amorite before them, 
       though he was tall as the cedars 
       and strong as the oaks. 
       I destroyed his fruit above 
       and his roots below. 

 10 "I brought you up out of Egypt, 
       and I led you forty years in the desert 
       to give you the land of the Amorites. 

 11 I also raised up prophets from among your sons 
       and Nazirites from among your young men. 
       Is this not true, people of Israel?" 
       declares the LORD. 

 12 "But you made the Nazirites drink wine 
       and commanded the prophets not to prophesy. 

 13 "Now then, I will crush you 
       as a cart crushes when loaded with grain. 

 14 The swift will not escape, 
       the strong will not muster their strength, 
       and the warrior will not save his life. 

 15 The archer will not stand his ground, 
       the fleet-footed soldier will not get away, 
       and the horseman will not save his life. 

 16 Even the bravest warriors 
       will flee naked on that day," 
       declares the LORD.
The northern kingdom of Israel’s sin are social sins.  These are sins committed within one’s on culture.  They are not crimes against other nations but oppression to the people they lived among.

a) trample on the poor

b) deny justice to the oppressed

c) sexual abuse
d) garments taken in pledge is corrupt financial borrowing and lending

e) government penalties and taxes are used to benefit the leaders

f) people are forced to compromise their convictions of right and wrong

g) prophets proclaiming God’s word are forbidden to speak

For the rich and powerful these were the best of times.  Those in places of power had the advantage and could use the financial system, the judicial system, the governmental system, and the domestic situation to their advantage.  They could go a step further and corrupt all of these systems with nothing to hinder them to even greater advantages.  

At the same time these were the worst of times for the poor, the oppressed, the abused, those needing to borrow or those who found themselves under the governments system of penalties and taxation.  Clearly the rich and powerful were never penalized nor were they taxed.  They would work the system to their advantage.  This was a people without the character to do what was right.  They could only do what was best for them.  Leadership is to do what is best for those they are leading.  God expects the rich to see that it is part of their responsibility to assist their society that help make them rich.   The scriptures do not teach socialism or communism (Acts 2:44 led to the great poverty mentioned in Romans 15:26) but they do teach the social responsibility that the rich have for members of their society.  Consider a couple of examples from each the Old Testament and the New  Testament:
Deuteronomy 15:10, 11, “Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then

 because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you 
put your hand to.  There will always be poor people in the land.  Therefore I command 
you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land.”
James 5:3, “You have hoarded wealth in the last days.  Look!  The wages you failed to pay the 
workmen who mowed your fields are drying out against you.  The cries of the harvesters 
have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty.  You have lived on earth in luxury and 
self-indulgence.  You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.”

The book of Amos then continues to confront the northern kingdom of Israel concerning their social injustices and sins against their culture.  Amos spoke these words to Israel in 760 BC during the prosperous reign of Jeroboam II.  Israel did not respond.  After Jeroboam II died six years later, in 754 BC he was succeeded by a six kings who were plagued by assassinations.  In 743, seventeen years after Amos’ book was sent to Israel, the Assyrian king Tiglath-Pileser invaded the land and demanded 37 tons of silver (1.25 pounds of silver wher taken from every rich man.)  In 725 BC God brought the violent empire of the Assyrians against Israel under the leadership of Shalmaneser.  Assyrian laid siege to the capital of Samaria for three years.  In 722 BC Samaria fell to Assyria’s new king, Sargon II, and the surviving people of the northern ten tribes were taken and dispersed around the Assyrian empire anywhere from 300-800 miles away from Israel.   In 721, a mere forty years, or one generation, after Amos’ spoke to Israel their people had been swept away and other nations had been brought in to intermarry and live with the scattered few that remained.
An Example of a Gentile Nation Repenting 
At the Preaching of a Prophet from Israel

Jonah had been trained in the school of the prophets while Elisha was their leader.  Jonah was a prophet in the northern ten tribes of Israel in the days of Jeroboam II (793-753 BC).  This was a time of prosperity and the expansion of the nation’s borders.  In fact, Jonah was the one who prophesied these events for Jeroboam II and the nation of Israel.  In 2 Kings 14:25 it says: 

“He (Jeroboam II) was the one who restored the boundaries of Israel from Lebo Hamath 
to the Sea of the Arabah, in accordance with the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, 
spoken through his servant Jonah son of Amittai, the prophet from Gath Hepher.”

During this time, even as Amos was warning Israel, God called Jonah to go to the gentile land of the Assyrians and warn them in the city of Nineveh 500 miles away.  The Assyrians were an evil and violent culture that God had already sent three divine warnings to that made the people think their days as a culture may be numbered.   The Assyrians had become a weak people after the death of Adad-nirair III in 782 BC and the establishment of Tiglath-pileser III in 745 BC.   When Jonah arrived in Ninevah around the year 759 BC the Assyrian people had been driven back to within 100 miles of their capital city of Nineveh by invading mountain tribes from the north.  In addition to this Assyrian historical record, Eponym Canon, contains the documentation of a scribe in Nineveh of an eclipse that occurred on the day of June 15, 763 BC.  Amos had prophesied to Israel in Amos 8:9, “ ‘In that day’ declares the Sovereign Lord, “I will make the sun go down at noon and darken the earth in broad daylight.’ ”  This eclipse would have been more than a scientific phenomena as it is in our scientific and secular culture.  The ancient world would have considered it a sign from God, and, it was indeed a sign from God.  Besides the invading mountain tribes and the eclipse of 763, Ninevah had suffered through two plagues.  Records reveal the plague swept through Ninevah in 765 BC and again in 759.  Jonah would have arrived in 759 at the end of the second plague.  If we put these in a list then Jonah would have been the fifth sign to warn the people of their coming national overthrow and this would explain why even the King Ashur-dan III of Assyria commissioned a national repentance when he had this issued proclaimed through out Nineveh: 








           “By the decree of the king and his nobles: ‘Do not let any man or beast, herd or flock,
 
 taste anything; do not let them eat or drink.  But let man and beast be covered with 
sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God.  Let them give up their evil ways and their 
violence (hamas).  Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his 
fierce anger so that we will not perish.”   (Jonah 3:7, 8)

	YEAR
	SIGNS OF AN ANGRY GOD

	780-759 BC
	Invaders Force People Into Nineveh (100 miles)

	765
	A Plague Sweeps Through Nineveh

	June 15, 763 
	Total Eclipse of the Sun

	759
	Second Plague Strikes Nineveh

	759 
	Jonah Announces Destruction in 40 Days


The people responded to Jonah’s message which is recorded in five Hebrew words translated as: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.”  The people including the king and his officials responded.  They understood what God expected without Jonah having to sit them down and tell them these things are wrong.  Neither did they begin to follow the Jewish laws, observe the Sabbath, worship at the temple in Jerusalem and offer the Levitical sacrifices.  There is no mention of Jonah, the king or God engraving the Ten Commandments on two tablets.  Yet, the people repented of their evil and their ‘hamas”.  The scriptures say, “When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.” (Jonah 3:10)  This is a historical account of events recorded on Assyrian tablets and in Jewish documents of a Gentile people who knew when the God of the universe was angry.   They knew when it was time to repent and they knew what to do in order to be obedient to the absolute standards that God had established.  The final warning came from a Jewish prophet who, just like God promised Abraham, was a blessing to the nation by bringing them the word of God.
I am telling you today that in America for the last hundred years we have been on a morally declining trail downhill.  The public schools and public institutions of our government have been fanning the flames or immorality because they had chosen new gods in the form of secular humanism which denies the existence of any absolutes.   Due to the obvious problems these new philosophies have produced and events in our society which are the signs of an angry God (crime, disease, 9/11 and immorality, corruption, hamas in business, government, family, etc.) the public school now has embraced a code of morality that is in line with God’s moral expectations for a culture.  We have gone too far but we as a culture can make a change.  The people of the United States of America can like Nineveh give up their evil ways and their hamas and treat other people and other nations in a way that is pleasing to God and his absolute standard.  Our government is responsible to get out of the corruption that is in the United States today that Amos described was happening in Israel in 760 BC.  

We individually have to be moral and seek to live each of our individual lives under the authority of an absolute standard of right and wrong.  The words of the men who established this government are still true today:
"No people can be great who have ceased to be virtuous."            -Samuel Johnson
"A nation as a society forms a moral person, and every member of it is personally responsible for his society."

-Thomas Jefferson
"Only a virtuous people are capable of freedom. As nations become more corrupt and vicious, they have more need of masters."

-Benjamin Franklin

"Human rights can only be assured among a virtuous people. The general government . . . can never be in danger of degenerating into a monarchy, an oligarchy, an aristocracy, or any despotic or oppressive form so long as there is any virtue in the body of the people." -George Washington
Ronald Reagan said: "A state is nothing more than a reflection of its citizens; the more decent the citizens, the more decent the state." 
“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people.”  -Proverbs 14:34
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